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The acreage of principal spring planted field crops (excluding hay) in Oregon 
this year is expected to equal or slightly excéed the 1948 acreage, according to 
reports of farmers to the Crop Reporting Service. Increases are expected as follows: 
Oats up 4h, per cent, including fall seeded, corn 3 per cent, potatoes 5 per cent, 
and dry edible peas 5. per cent. On the other hand, decreases are expected in the 
following crops: Spring wheat down 10 per cent, barley down 20 per cent, and flax- 
seed down O per cent. Washington and Idaho farmers also expect decreased acreages 
of spring whest and barley and both plan to increase the dry edible pea acreage. 
Substantial increases are indicated in Idaho for both oats and potatoes while Wash- 
ington expects decreases in these two cropse 


kl per cent increase is expected in the acreage to be cut for hay in Oregon 
this year, while the State of Washington expects a 2 per cent increase and Idaho a 
4 per cent increase. 


The very favorable fall of 1948 permitted an wusually large amount of fall secding, However, 
the severe winter followed by a rapid thaw with rains, which caused much erosion, has resulted 
in above average damage to fall seeded acreages. ‘The extent of "winter kill" was, however, not 
fully apparrent in late February and early March when the information for this report was 
gathered, but it has since become evident that damage was quite severe to some fall seeded crops 
in western Oregon and to fall seeded wheat in some areas in eastern Oregon. As far as the crops 
covered by this report are concerned, fail seeded oats and oats and vetch mixtures appear to : 
have suffered most in western Oregon. Considerable reseeding will, of course, be necessary, 
but much of the damage in western Oregon will probably be reflected in reduced yields, In 
eastern Oregon, the damaged areas are now being resecded to spring wheat. Because of the gener~ 
al heavy snowfall throughout the winter, irrigation water is expected to be ample in all areas 
of the State, The acreage actually planted to spring crops in 1949 may turn out to be larger 
or smaller than now indicated because of weather conditions, or changes of plons of producers 
due to price changes, labor supply, the agricultural program, etc. The table which follows sum- 
marizes planting intentions in Oregon and neighboring States: 
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UNITED STATES: For the country as a whole, the smallest total acreage of spring-planted crops 
since the 1937-39 period appears in prospect for 1949, The hodi tae in the total 

of 17 crops (including hay) surveyed at this date is from 275,0 million acres in 1948 to 270,2 
million acres now in prospect, This is nearly offsot, however, by the much larger acreage of 

‘winter wheat sown last fall, of which a larger proportion than usual apparently remains for 
harvest this season. ‘The greatest decline in spring plantings will be in the fecd grains, The 
chief increases over last year are indicated for plantings of spring wheat, dry peas and tobacco. 
Spring activities are normal to advanced over most of the country, Soil moisture and irrigation 
water are generally in satisfactory supply. Supplies of farm labor, seeds and fertilizers are 
not likely to be limiting factors in acreages plantcd or grown in 1949, 


The 1949 acreage of principal crops "planted or grown may total nearly 261 million acres, 
allowing for duplications and for certain crops not yet surveyed, This would be about 1.6 mil- 
lion acres less than in 1948, also below the wartime peak in 1943 and 1944, but would exceed 
the total in any other year since 1937, Much larger total acreages were planted or grown in the 
1929.33 period, the top being 3875,5 million acres in 1932, 


The acreage in feod grains may be 4.5 million acres less than in 1948, if present plans 
materialize. Only oats are near the 1948 acreage, with increases in high yeh nidwest 
aroas offsetting declines in areas further south, where seeding has been delayed boyond usual 
dates. Corn acreage will be the smallest in more than 50 years, and sorghum acreage will be one- 
‘eighth less than last ycar. The barley acreage is 11 per cent less than last year, largely be- 
cause of disappointingly low prices for the 1948 cron» With carryover stocks of feed grains at 
a relatively high levol, and livestock numbers at a relatively low level, heavy production of 
fecd grains does not appear necessary to farmers, Hay acreage will be about the same as last 
year and average, intcntions being based largely upon needs, which take into account the large 
pa? in many areas, and the short supplies in storm and other areas where winter fecding 
was heavy. 


Food grains will be grown on a larger acreage than ever before. Winter wheat was planted 
on a record acreago and has survived the winter in generally satisfactory condition. Abandon- 
ment apparently will be near the low level of recent years. -With prospective spring wheat 
acreage nearly 4 per cent more than in 1948, a new record total wheat acreage is in prospect, 
exceeding that in either of the past two yoars by over 3,5 million acres. Rye acreage is less 
ee for the 1948 crope The intended rice acreage virtually equals the all-time high mark set 

ast season, 


Among the oilseeds, acreages of soybeans and flaxseed may be. only slightly smaller than 
last year, but peanuts grown alone will be 18 per cent lower, largely because of acreage allot 
ments in effect this season. Tobacco acreage may excecd that of 1948 by nearly 4 per cent, but 
is within the national allotment, ‘Potatoes will be down nearly 7 per cont and sweetpotatoes 6 
per cent below the 1948 acreage. Dry beans will be down 7 per cent, but dry peas will be up 
nearly one-third, The acreage of sugar beets may be 4 per.cent less than in 1948, 
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